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cadets, from domestic economy to examinations and
curriculum. Franco was undeterred by the magni-
tude of his new responsibility, and to everyone's
amazement the academy took in its first batch of
students at the beginning of October, 1928.
The work, once in its stride, gave Franco fullest
opportunity for expression of his personality. At
heart he was above aE else a soldier and an officer,
and now he was creating new officers to his own
pattern. He was free to make drill and discipline
the staple of life, to preach his ideals to the most
receptive audience in the world. There was nothing
strikingly original in his methods, and yet he
managed to win for the academy a reputation for
unique efficiency, and to inculcate into his pupils
the high moral tone that was the piding star of
his own life.
If one would understand Franco's faith, it is
nowhere better reflected than in what was called
the Decalogue of the Cadet. Here were the ten
commandments of the academy, and the maintenance
of them was the focal point of all Franco's teaching.
The injunctions were;
To have a great love of country and fidelity to
, the King, made manifest in every act of one's life.
To have military enthusiasm, reflected in one's
vocation and discipline.
To unite to one's honourable behaviour constant
concern for one's reputation.